
After the Chevron Massacre in 1929, Agudas 
Yisroel of Europe made appeals for funds 

in order to assist the survivors.

R’ Elya Meir arrived in Ponevez 
the following afternoon...

Upon returning to Telz, he taught 
his talmidim a lifelong message:

R’ Elya Meir Bloch was asked to collect in the 
city of Ponevez. He left Telz late at night...

...Would my 
mother prefer that I say 

Yisgadal v’yiskadash shmei 
rabbah (May His Great Name 

be Glorified), or that I 
live it?

…and I am confident 
that missing kaddish for 

the “Kedoshim” in Chevron gave 
my mother a”h the greatest 

nachas possible! Remember, our 
responsibility is to live with 

kiddush Hashem!

Rabbosai, is 
there a chiyuv for 

Minchah here?...today 
is my mother’s 

Yahrtzeit...

Oy, vey! 
Telz is over 12 

hours away. How 
could the Rebbi have 
davened Shacharis 

with a minyan?

I will 
spend this night 

learning as a Zechus for 
my mother’s neshamah, 

a”h.

Rebbi, forgive 
me for asking, but 

did Rebbi say Kaddish 
for his mother this 

morning?

You ask well, 
but answer me, 

my friend: What do 
you think?...

*signed with tears

ב) was born in Telshe, Lithuania, to R’ Yosef Leib זַצַ״ל Bloch ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר ה and רָּ  of Telshe) and ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ
Chasya (daughter of ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר Gordon זַצַ״ל). Eight years after his marriage to ה  Kaplan, he spent רִבְקָּ
twelve years as a ה ה at Telshe. When the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ  ,could not continue under the Soviets יְשִׁיבָּ
רְדְכַי ,and his brother-in-law מֵאִיר  traveled to America to raise funds to move the ,זַצַ״ל Katz ר׳ חַיִים מָּ
ה אֵל to either יְשִׁיבָּ  heard of the Nazi invasion and later ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר ,or America. When he arrived אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ
(in 1945) learned that he had lost his wife and three of his four children. ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר later remarried 
to Nechama Spolonsky. In 1941, he restarted the ה  in Cleveland, Ohio, together with R' Katz. R' Chaim יְשִׁיבָּ
Dov Keller ה) זַצַ״ל ק of Telshe, Chicago, for over 60 years) was his ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ  in the early תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ
years of the ה ה As the .יְשִׁיבָּ  won the admiration of the locals. He was a staunch ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר ,grew יְשִׁיבָּ
supporter of אֵל בֵר of America and was an insightful אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָּ ה of their חָּ  is ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר .מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָּ

remembered for his boundless love of ה  .אֱמֶת and his relentless pursuit of ,תוֹרָּ
5655-5716 1894-1955 ,cy j"f
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

זַצַ״ל ר׳ נָחוּם  Partzovitz was born in Trakai, Poland to  ר׳ אַרְיֵה
ק שְלֹמֹה a grandchild of the) קִישָא and (רָב the city’s) צְבִי  .(חֵשֶׁ
At the age of 9, he attended Ramailles יְשִיבָה in Vilna under 

שְלֹמֹהר׳   Heiman. He later went to learn in Baranovich, and then in Kamenitz 
at the age of 14. ר׳ נָחוּם was a תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of  שְלֹמֹהר׳ לְחָנָן , ר׳ בָרוּךְ  and ר׳ אֶׁ
ר  at יְשִיבַת מִיר He joined .חִדּוּשִים on their שִעוּרִים and based many of his ,בעֶׁ
age 15, and escaped with the יְשִיבָה to Shanghai. After WWII, he lived briefly 
in Toronto before immigrating to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ יר יְשִיבַת מִ  where he joined ,אֶׁ
טִיל s daughter’ר׳ חַיִים שְמוּאֵלְבִיץ There he married .יְרוּשָלַיִם  He became .עֶׁ
י ר׳ נָחוּםחִדּוּשֵ  in 1979. His ראֹש יְשִיבָה  and ר׳ נָחוּם שִעוּרֵי  (published 
posthumously) are classics in many  ִיבוֹתיְש  today.  

 י״ח מרחשון
5683 – 5747 
1922 – 1986 

Anyone who was זוֹכֶה to attend the final עוּר  of שִׁ
 will never forget an ,זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם
immortal lesson in אֱמֶת. Sitting in the  ית בֵּ
דְרָש  with גְמָרָא in his wheelchair, he had a מִׁ
a sheet of paper listing, in order, the main 
points of his י עוּר כְלָלִׁ  ;This was reality .שִׁ
the illness had progressed. In the middle 
of the עוּר  paused and thought, in ר׳ נָחוּם ,שִׁ
obvious pain, before closing his גְמָרָא. He had 
a יָה עוּר Although he had given the .קֻשִׁ  many שִׁ
times in the past, he could not continue if in his mind 
he had a יָה   !קֻשִׁ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ה )בְרֵאשִית יח:יז(   ר אֲנִי עֹשֶּ ה אֲנִי מֵאַבְרָהָם אֲשֶּ וַיִגַש אַבְרָהָם … וַד׳ אָמָר הַמְכַסֶּ
… )יח:כד( אוּלַי יִמָצְאוּן שָם אַרְבָעִים …  אוּלַי יֵש חֲמִשִים צַדִיקִם)יח:כג( … 

 )יח:כט(  
 that which I am about to אַבְרָהָם said, “Will I hide from ד׳ 
do?”… אַבְרָהָם came forward … What if there should be 50 righteous 
people … What if 40 would be found there? …  
 When ד׳ was about to destroy סְדֹם, He told אַבְרָהָם about the 
imminent destruction of סְדֹם. When he was told about the impending 
destruction, אַבְרָהָם prayed…50, 40, 30… Ultimately ד׳ decided to 
destroy סְדֹם anyway. 
 This narration is hard to understand. ד׳ knew that he was 
going to destroy ד׳ .סְדֹם knew up front that סְדֹם did not possess 50 or 
40 or even 10 righteous people. So what was He doing? Was He 
playing games with אַבְרָהָם? It seems as if He was dangling a little prize 
called סְדֹם in front of אַבְרָהָם, challenging him to save the city. It seems 
as if He was teasing אַבְרָהָם, because there was no way that אַבְרָהָם 
could win the prize! אַבְרָהָם grasped for the prize, as it were, but could 
never catch it! It appears as if ד׳ was setting אַבְרָהָם up for 
disappointment. 
 The fact is that it is possible that ד׳ was actually doing a 
tremendous service to אַבְרָהָם. This exercise helped אַבְרָהָם to become 
the pillar of ד סֶּ  that he would ultimately [altruistic kindness] חֶּ
represent. We fail to realize that when we pray for something or for 
someone, those prayers have an effect on us regardless of whether 
those prayers are answered or not. How many times have we come 

together as individuals or as a community and poured out our prayers 
for somebody? There are unfortunately times when “it did not work” 
and the effort was seemingly to no avail. We ask ourselves “What did 
we do?” We did what we could. We fasted. We cried. We gave charity. 
But it did not help! 
 This is a tremendous mistake. It did help. Even if it did not 
help anyone else, at least it helped us! We became better people 
because we were concerned about somebody else — a neighbor, a 
friend, a member of the community. We prayed and we gave our 
hearts. We did something. We became better. 
 This is what ד׳ was telling אַבְרָהָם. “Pray! I will not destroy 
 until you pray. Why? I know your prayers will not be effective. I סְדֹם
know סְדֹם is doomed. But that is irrelevant. You, אַבְרָהָם, will become a 
different person as a result of those prayers. You will perfect your 
attribute of ד סֶּ  your attribute of caring and compassion. That is what ,חֶּ
it is all about.” 
 This is so important when we pray for something or 
someone. We should never think that the prayers are for naught. We 
do not know what the prayers accomplished — even for the person for 
whom we are praying. Maybe, somehow, they lightened the load. We 
can only speculate about that. But there is one thing regarding which 
we can be certain — we became different people as a result of those 
prayers. Adapted from R’ Yissocher Frand’s Commuter Chavrusah Tapes 

Tape # 347 ( with kind permission) 
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As the handles of the clock turned back, מוצאי שבת Learning Programs are in full swing.  To join the מוצאי שבת אבות ובנים Learning Program at a location 
near you, please contact your local Pirchei Branch Coordinator for time/location in your area or call National PAI headquarters @ 212 797 9000 ext. 272. 



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י״א  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  explains that laziness weakens a person’s opportunity to חָפֵץ חַיִּ
be involved in ילוּת חֶסֶד מִּ  How? For example, if one has set aside funds .גְּ
for lending and the borrower is not forthcoming in returning the loan, 
laziness will allow a חוֹב to go uncollected. It’s easier to just leave the 
situation as is and have a reason to say that there are no more funds. 
Collecting owed money involves effort and sometimes is frustrating, but 
it increases the opportunity to be able to lend again. We all know  פֻם לְּ
רָא    !directly proportional to the effort is the reward - צַעֲרָא אַגְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ תָא   ילְּ כִּ מְּ that explains the order of the ים סוּקִּ ים in פְּ פָטִּ שְּ מוֹת כב: ) מִּ שְּ

כ״ה-כ״ד וֶה .( ם כֶסֶף תַלְּ בֺל When you lend money, is before ,אִּ ם חָבֺל תַחְּ  When you take ,אִּ
security. This is to teach us דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ - one should first lend money, but then also be 
involved in claiming it. Claim it to lend again to others! 

1. Where do we see the לַל  that when one davens for a friend and כְּ
he himself needs the very same thing, he will be answered first? 

2. Why was there so much happiness in the world on the day that 
חָק  ?was born יִצְּ

1. The פָרָשָה beginning with וַה׳ פָקַד אֶת שָרָה immediately follows the פָרָשָה about 
ְּרָהָם  .(21:1 — ד״ה וַד׳ פָּקַד) אַבִימֶלֶךְ davening for אַב

2. On that day, many things happened: Many infertile women had children, many 
sick people were healed, and many unanswered ְּפִלּוֹת ד״ה יִצַחֲק ) were answered ת
 .(21:6 — לִי
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ידְךָ …   נְךָ אֶת יְחִּ יָה … קַח נָא אֶת בִּ ית כ״ב:ב(… וְלֶךְ לְךָ אֶל הַר הַמֹּרִּ )בְרֵאשִּ  
 “Please take your son, your only one…and go to the land of 
Moriah.”  
 R’ Chaim of Sanz זַצַ״ל (the ם בְרֵי חַײִּ  tells us תּוֹרָה said, the (דִּ
about two important mountains. The first is יָה  the mountain ,הַר הַמֹּרִּ
where צְחָק ינַי took place. The second is עַקֵידַת יִּ  the mountain on ,הַר סִּ
which the תּוֹרָה was given to the Jewish people. 
 When הקב״ה chose a mountain to build the קְדָש  ,בֵית הַמִּ
which mountain did He select? One might think that הקב״ה would 
have selected ינַי  .תּוֹרָה as that is where the Jews received the ,הַר סִּ
Surprisingly, הקב״ה did not select ינַי יָה but הַר סִּ  What is the .הַר הַמֹּרִּ
reason for this? 
 It is in order to teach us, answered the ם בְרֵי חַײִּ  just how ,דִּ
beloved the quality of ירַת נֶפֶש יָה !הקב״ה is to מְסִּ  is the site הַר הַמֹּרִּ
where, with extraordinary ירַת נֶפֶש ינוּ ,מְסִּ  bound his dear son אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ
צְחָק ירַת נֶפֶש It was this .הקב״ה as an offering to יִּ הַר  that sanctified מְסִּ
יָה  forever and rendered it the most appropriate site on which to הַמֹּרִּ
build the קְדָש  .בֵית הַמִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Raising money for the יבָה יר] יְשִּ יבַת מִּ  entailed enormous [יְשִּ
ירַת נֶפֶש זְיוֹנוֹת self-sacrifice. It also involved ,מְסִּ  ,degradations, … but ,בִּ
often enough, the sweet smell of success after a particularly trying 
episode of ירַת נֶפֶש  .מְסִּ
 Like the time R' Nosson Tzvi Finkel זַצַ״ל arrived for an 
appointment with a philanthropist whose office was located on the 
eighteenth floor. “Eighteen” wasn’t the lucky number that day; the 
elevator service was out of operation. 
 As the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  s escorts were figuring out what to do and’ר
weighing the wisdom of asking the יר  to leave work and come down גְבִּ
to meet them in the lobby, R' Nosson Tzvi had already hit upon the 
solution: he was hobbling to the stairwell. Naturally the escorts tried 
to inject a little reasoning into what was seemingly a brash, unwise 
and dangerous decision—but to no avail.  
 “This isn’t a good idea,” one of them muttered, expressing 

the perfectly obvious. Because of the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  s ailment, he had a’ר
choppy style of locomotion that wasn’t even remotely suited for the 
steps—certainly not 18 flights of them. R' Nosson Tzvi understood all 
of this, but he also understood that a little more than a tenth of a 
mile up lay a potential treasure—the possibility to acquire vitally 
needed funds for the יבָה ירַת נֶפֶש This was going to require .יְשִּ  but ,מְסִּ
that was the way the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  operated. “Convenience” was a ר
concept thoroughly foreign to him.  
 Truth be told, eighteen flights would be a daunting task for 
many without physical disabilities, and surely no small number of 
individuals faced with the same dilemma would seek to reschedule 
the appointment. Each step was a battle; each flight a war. The feat 
took 45 stressful, strenuous, arduous minutes. And it was as mentally 
stressful as it was physically draining. By the time R' Nosson 
Tzvi made it to the destination, the mind over matter factor had long 
since been eroded and the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  emerged from the door and ר
collapsed in the waiting room onto the luxurious pile carpet.  
 The office staff fretted as to whom to call: 911? a doctor? 
EMS? But the יר ֹּאש  himself, who was horrified as anyone by the גְבִּ ר
יבָה  sprawled out on the floor, instinctively knew what to do to יְשִּ
revive the  ִּיק  Without any hesitation he removed his checkbook .צַדִּ
and entered a sum that he had not even considered heretofore. It 
(along with some water) did the trick. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Nosson Tzvi’s superhuman effort could open doors and 
break down barriers. One rich יר  expressed his regret as he refused גְבִּ
the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  .s request for a large donation’ר
 “I can’t,” he declined, assuming that he had put the matter 
to rest. 
 “I can’t either,” R' Nosson Tzvi countered, “but I do 
anyway.” 
 After just a moment of uncomfortable silence, R' Nosson 
Tzvi received the full donation. 

Adapted from: For the Love of Torah (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
 וְתֵן טַל ווּמָטָר 

לִבְרָכָה

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Melting Hearts

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

יב  • ם …מַשִּׁ שֶּ הַגֶּ , is an additional praise of ד׳; therefore, if 
one accidentally says ל יד הַטָּ יב  instead of מוֹרִּׁ ם …מַשִּׁ שֶּ הַגֶּ , it 
is an added praise and no correction is needed.  

ר • טָּ  is a direct request for rain; therefore, one who וְתֵן טַל וּמָּ
missed ר טָּ ה or said ,וּמָּ כָּ  must correct himself and ,וְתֵן בְרָּ
say ר טָּ  .וְתֵן טַל וּמָּ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

ים s’זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם עוּרִׁ  were renowned for their שִׁ
clarity in שַט שַט His depth in .פְּ  would not just span the פְּ
ק the ,דַף רֶּ כֶּת or the פֶּ  it had to fit in perfectly with the ;מַסֶּ
words of the ים אשוֹנִׁ ישט  ,He would often say .רִׁ יךְ גלוֹיבּ נִׁ אִׁ
ר   דעֶּ י אַזוֹי צוּ שרײַבּן! יעֶּ יסט װִׁ װִׁ ישט געֶּ ים האָבּן נִׁ אשוֹנִׁ ר רִׁ אַז דעֶּ
שַט! יסן פְּ יר דאַרף נאָר װִׁ דֻיָק. מִׁ יז מְּ  I do not believe — װאָרט אִׁ
that the ים אשוֹנִׁ  did not know how to write! Every word is רִׁ
exact. We only need to know שַט  Source: Sunset (Hanoch Teller)  ".פְּ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם  צַּ  ,זַּ
the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה of יִם  ,מִיר יְרוּשָׁלַּ
was a גָאוֹן in explaining the 
incisive ט  He .סוּגְיָא in the פְשַּׁ
focused on רִאשׁוֹנִים, especially 
שִׁ״י  on שִׁעוּרִים and built many ,רַּ
an extra word or phrase. 
However there was more to his 
ט than just שִׁעוּר לְמִיד as a ,פְשַּׁ  תַּ
wrote: 
 suffered from an ר׳ נָחוּם“ 
illness that was getting 
progressively worse by the day. 
When I arrived at the יְשִׁיבָה, he 
was already confined to a 
wheelchair. He still gave a daily 
 and a ,לֵיל שִׁשִי on חֲבוּרָה a ,שִׁעוּר
preview of the שִׁעוּר כְלָלִי on 
בָת  …מוֹצָאֵי שַּׁ
 “One שִׁעוּר כְלָלִי was 
based on a תוֹסָפוֹת in כְתוּבוֹת. 
 answered a question תוֹסָפוֹת
which both יִים ר׳ בָרוּךְ  and ר׳ חַּ
 ר׳ נָחוּם .found problematic בעֶר
reviewed both פְשָׁטִים and argued 
that, while both פְשָׁטִים were 
brilliant, neither explained 
 s response. He then’תוֹסָפוֹת
proceeded to explain תוֹסָפוֹת’s 
response with a different 
approach. 
 “All of this was pretty 
standard in a שִׁעוּר כְלָלִי. What 
was a life-changing moment, was 
how R' Nochum argued on  ר׳

יִים  ר׳ נָחוּם .ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר and חַּ
began to stutter and shake 
visibly. He repeated over and 
over how great יִים  was and ר׳ חַּ
how his own ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר ,רֶבִי, 
towered over anyone he knew 
intellectually. He must have 
uttered “the רֶבִי” about a dozen 
or more times in a trembling 
voice before finally, in a spurt of 
shame, with eyes averted, he 
said; “ דאָס … אָבעֶר, אָבעֶר, אָבעֶר, 
ט אִין דעֶר תֵרוּץ פוּן   אִיז נִישׁט דעֶר פְשַּׁ
 but, but, but … that is — תוֹסָפוֹת!
not ט  ”.s response’תוֹסָפוֹת in פְשַּׁ
 My לְמִיד  giving ר׳ נָחוּם ,תַּ
 during the last 10 years of שִׁעוּרִים
his life, under his difficult physical 
conditions, was itself one of his 
greatest lessons, for even outside 
the שִׁעוּר, he was teaching. When 
he was first hospitalized, he 
immersed himself in סֶכֶת יוּמָא  ,מַּ
explaining, “My Zeide, the ר׳  ,גָאוֹן
כֹהֵן  said that he knew the ,שְׁלֹמֹה הַּ
ת כֹהֵן גָדוֹל  by heart, and that עֲבוֹדַּ
if  ַּמָשִׁיח arrived, he could 
immediately serve in the  בֵית
מִקְדָשׁ  Should I not do the .הַּ
same?” ר׳ נָחוּם lived his life as a  
לְמִיד  and thus רֶבֵיִים of his תַּ
became the ultimate רֶבִי. 

   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

This Week in History
ן  Yahrtzeit of – 5024/1263 מַרְחֶשְוָן 20 ינוּ יוֹנָה בֶּ רַבֵּ
 Born in Gerona, Spain, in .אַבְרָהָם מְגִירוֹנְדִי זַצַ״ל
4970/1210, he traveled to France to learn under  ר׳
י הַתּוֹסָפוֹת  s first’רַמְבַ״ן He was the .שְלֹמֹה מִן הָהָר מִבַעַלֵּ
cousin and his daughter married the רַמְבַ״ן’s son. His 
 .רְאָ״ה and the רַשְבָ״א included the תַּלְמִידִים
 He was a fierce opponent of the רַמְבַ״ם’s 
philosophical views. However, when 24 wagonloads 
of the תַּלְמוּד were burned by the Church in 1242 at 
the same spot in Paris where the רַמְבַ״ם’s ה נְבוּכִים  מוֹרֶּ
had been burned by the non-Jewish authorities in 
Paris 9 years earlier, he realized his terrible mistake 
regarding the רַמְבַ״ם and publicly admitted it. As 
related by his תַּלְמִיד, R' Hillel of Verona, ינוּ יוֹנָה  רַבֵּ
promised to travel to רִיָה ר  s’רַמְבַ״ם to the טִבֶּ בֶּ  ,קֶּ
where he would beg forgiveness with a מִנְיָן of 10 
people. He began his journey from France with that 
intention, but he was detained in Barcelona.  

His contemporaries referred to him as 
חָסִיד י חֲכָמִים and as one of the greatest הֶּ  of his תַּלְמִידֵּ
time. He gave many שִעוּרִים wherever he went, 
always quoting the רַמְבַ״ם’s halachic decisions and 
interpretations of the גְמָרָא with great reverence. 
After 3 years, he set out  again, but was detained by 
the community of Toledo who implored him to stay 
for a while to teach them. He died there suddenly, 
never making it to ל ץ יִשְרָאֵּ רֶּ  .אֶּ

R' Chaim Volozhin once commented that 
not every ר פֶּ  ;is appropriate for all people מוּסָר סֵּ
however, ינוּ יוֹנָה י תְּשוּבָה s’רַבֵּ  one of the all-time) שַעַרֵּ
greatest מוּסָר works) is appropriate for every Jewish 
ינוּ יוֹנָה .for all eras in all situations נְשָמָה  s other’רַבֵּ
works include a פִרוּש on י אָבוֹת י ,פִרְקֵּ ר הַיִרְאָה ,מִשְלֵּ פֶּ  ,סֵּ
and ת הַיִרְאָה רֶּ ינוּ יוֹנָה ,אִגֶּ  and his (גְמָרָא on) עַלִיוֹת דְרַבֵּ
students wrote ינוּ יוֹנָה עַל הַרִי״ף  .רַבֵּ

…וְתֵן טַל וּמָטָר לִבְרָכָה עַל פְנֵי הָאֲדָמָה …    
… And give dew and rain for a blessing 

upon the face of the earth … 
There is an important difference between 
mentioning rain in the 2nd רָכָה מוֹנֶה  of בְּ שְּ
רֵה יד הַגֶשֶם) עֶשְּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  Who makes ,מַשִּׁ
the wind blow and makes the rain 
descend, or יד הַטָל  Who makes the ,מוֹרִּׁ
dew descend) and mentioning rain in the 
9th רָכָה רָכָה The 2nd .בָרֵךְ עָלֵינוּ — בְּ  בְּ
expresses praise to ד׳, the One Who gives 
us life, and provides wind and moisture 
as needed in the seasons of the year. In 
the 9th רָכָה  we are making a request. We בְּ
are asking ד׳ to give us rain; therefore, 
this request is made only when rain is 
actually needed (וָן חֶשְּ רָאֵל in ז׳ מַרְּ שְּ  ,אֶרֶץ יִּׁ
December 4th / 5th elsewhere). 

Davening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י״א  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  explains that laziness weakens a person’s opportunity to חָפֵץ חַיִּ
be involved in ילוּת חֶסֶד מִּ  How? For example, if one has set aside funds .גְּ
for lending and the borrower is not forthcoming in returning the loan, 
laziness will allow a חוֹב to go uncollected. It’s easier to just leave the 
situation as is and have a reason to say that there are no more funds. 
Collecting owed money involves effort and sometimes is frustrating, but 
it increases the opportunity to be able to lend again. We all know  פֻם לְּ
רָא    !directly proportional to the effort is the reward - צַעֲרָא אַגְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ תָא   ילְּ כִּ מְּ that explains the order of the ים סוּקִּ ים in פְּ פָטִּ שְּ מוֹת כב: ) מִּ שְּ

כ״ה-כ״ד וֶה .( ם כֶסֶף תַלְּ בֺל When you lend money, is before ,אִּ ם חָבֺל תַחְּ  When you take ,אִּ
security. This is to teach us דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ - one should first lend money, but then also be 
involved in claiming it. Claim it to lend again to others! 

1. Where do we see the לַל  that when one davens for a friend and כְּ
he himself needs the very same thing, he will be answered first? 

2. Why was there so much happiness in the world on the day that 
חָק  ?was born יִצְּ

1. The פָרָשָה beginning with וַה׳ פָקַד אֶת שָרָה immediately follows the פָרָשָה about 
ְּרָהָם  .(21:1 — ד״ה וַד׳ פָּקַד) אַבִימֶלֶךְ davening for אַב

2. On that day, many things happened: Many infertile women had children, many 
sick people were healed, and many unanswered ְּפִלּוֹת ד״ה יִצַחֲק ) were answered ת
 .(21:6 — לִי
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ידְךָ …   נְךָ אֶת יְחִּ יָה … קַח נָא אֶת בִּ ית כ״ב:ב(… וְלֶךְ לְךָ אֶל הַר הַמֹּרִּ )בְרֵאשִּ  
 “Please take your son, your only one…and go to the land of 
Moriah.”  
 R’ Chaim of Sanz זַצַ״ל (the ם בְרֵי חַײִּ  tells us תּוֹרָה said, the (דִּ
about two important mountains. The first is יָה  the mountain ,הַר הַמֹּרִּ
where צְחָק ינַי took place. The second is עַקֵידַת יִּ  the mountain on ,הַר סִּ
which the תּוֹרָה was given to the Jewish people. 
 When הקב״ה chose a mountain to build the קְדָש  ,בֵית הַמִּ
which mountain did He select? One might think that הקב״ה would 
have selected ינַי  .תּוֹרָה as that is where the Jews received the ,הַר סִּ
Surprisingly, הקב״ה did not select ינַי יָה but הַר סִּ  What is the .הַר הַמֹּרִּ
reason for this? 
 It is in order to teach us, answered the ם בְרֵי חַײִּ  just how ,דִּ
beloved the quality of ירַת נֶפֶש יָה !הקב״ה is to מְסִּ  is the site הַר הַמֹּרִּ
where, with extraordinary ירַת נֶפֶש ינוּ ,מְסִּ  bound his dear son אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ
צְחָק ירַת נֶפֶש It was this .הקב״ה as an offering to יִּ הַר  that sanctified מְסִּ
יָה  forever and rendered it the most appropriate site on which to הַמֹּרִּ
build the קְדָש  .בֵית הַמִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Raising money for the יבָה יר] יְשִּ יבַת מִּ  entailed enormous [יְשִּ
ירַת נֶפֶש זְיוֹנוֹת self-sacrifice. It also involved ,מְסִּ  ,degradations, … but ,בִּ
often enough, the sweet smell of success after a particularly trying 
episode of ירַת נֶפֶש  .מְסִּ
 Like the time R' Nosson Tzvi Finkel זַצַ״ל arrived for an 
appointment with a philanthropist whose office was located on the 
eighteenth floor. “Eighteen” wasn’t the lucky number that day; the 
elevator service was out of operation. 
 As the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  s escorts were figuring out what to do and’ר
weighing the wisdom of asking the יר  to leave work and come down גְבִּ
to meet them in the lobby, R' Nosson Tzvi had already hit upon the 
solution: he was hobbling to the stairwell. Naturally the escorts tried 
to inject a little reasoning into what was seemingly a brash, unwise 
and dangerous decision—but to no avail.  
 “This isn’t a good idea,” one of them muttered, expressing 

the perfectly obvious. Because of the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  s ailment, he had a’ר
choppy style of locomotion that wasn’t even remotely suited for the 
steps—certainly not 18 flights of them. R' Nosson Tzvi understood all 
of this, but he also understood that a little more than a tenth of a 
mile up lay a potential treasure—the possibility to acquire vitally 
needed funds for the יבָה ירַת נֶפֶש This was going to require .יְשִּ  but ,מְסִּ
that was the way the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  operated. “Convenience” was a ר
concept thoroughly foreign to him.  
 Truth be told, eighteen flights would be a daunting task for 
many without physical disabilities, and surely no small number of 
individuals faced with the same dilemma would seek to reschedule 
the appointment. Each step was a battle; each flight a war. The feat 
took 45 stressful, strenuous, arduous minutes. And it was as mentally 
stressful as it was physically draining. By the time R' Nosson 
Tzvi made it to the destination, the mind over matter factor had long 
since been eroded and the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  emerged from the door and ר
collapsed in the waiting room onto the luxurious pile carpet.  
 The office staff fretted as to whom to call: 911? a doctor? 
EMS? But the יר ֹּאש  himself, who was horrified as anyone by the גְבִּ ר
יבָה  sprawled out on the floor, instinctively knew what to do to יְשִּ
revive the  ִּיק  Without any hesitation he removed his checkbook .צַדִּ
and entered a sum that he had not even considered heretofore. It 
(along with some water) did the trick. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Nosson Tzvi’s superhuman effort could open doors and 
break down barriers. One rich יר  expressed his regret as he refused גְבִּ
the יבָה ֹּאש יְשִּ  .s request for a large donation’ר
 “I can’t,” he declined, assuming that he had put the matter 
to rest. 
 “I can’t either,” R' Nosson Tzvi countered, “but I do 
anyway.” 
 After just a moment of uncomfortable silence, R' Nosson 
Tzvi received the full donation. 

Adapted from: For the Love of Torah (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
 וְתֵן טַל ווּמָטָר 

לִבְרָכָה

Halacha 
Corner
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Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Melting Hearts

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

יב  • ם …מַשִּׁ שֶּ הַגֶּ , is an additional praise of ד׳; therefore, if 
one accidentally says ל יד הַטָּ יב  instead of מוֹרִּׁ ם …מַשִּׁ שֶּ הַגֶּ , it 
is an added praise and no correction is needed.  

ר • טָּ  is a direct request for rain; therefore, one who וְתֵן טַל וּמָּ
missed ר טָּ ה or said ,וּמָּ כָּ  must correct himself and ,וְתֵן בְרָּ
say ר טָּ  .וְתֵן טַל וּמָּ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

ים s’זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם עוּרִׁ  were renowned for their שִׁ
clarity in שַט שַט His depth in .פְּ  would not just span the פְּ
ק the ,דַף רֶּ כֶּת or the פֶּ  it had to fit in perfectly with the ;מַסֶּ
words of the ים אשוֹנִׁ ישט  ,He would often say .רִׁ יךְ גלוֹיבּ נִׁ אִׁ
ר   דעֶּ י אַזוֹי צוּ שרײַבּן! יעֶּ יסט װִׁ װִׁ ישט געֶּ ים האָבּן נִׁ אשוֹנִׁ ר רִׁ אַז דעֶּ
שַט! יסן פְּ יר דאַרף נאָר װִׁ דֻיָק. מִׁ יז מְּ  I do not believe — װאָרט אִׁ
that the ים אשוֹנִׁ  did not know how to write! Every word is רִׁ
exact. We only need to know שַט  Source: Sunset (Hanoch Teller)  ".פְּ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם  צַּ  ,זַּ
the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה of יִם  ,מִיר יְרוּשָׁלַּ
was a גָאוֹן in explaining the 
incisive ט  He .סוּגְיָא in the פְשַּׁ
focused on רִאשׁוֹנִים, especially 
שִׁ״י  on שִׁעוּרִים and built many ,רַּ
an extra word or phrase. 
However there was more to his 
ט than just שִׁעוּר לְמִיד as a ,פְשַּׁ  תַּ
wrote: 
 suffered from an ר׳ נָחוּם“ 
illness that was getting 
progressively worse by the day. 
When I arrived at the יְשִׁיבָה, he 
was already confined to a 
wheelchair. He still gave a daily 
 and a ,לֵיל שִׁשִי on חֲבוּרָה a ,שִׁעוּר
preview of the שִׁעוּר כְלָלִי on 
בָת  …מוֹצָאֵי שַּׁ
 “One שִׁעוּר כְלָלִי was 
based on a תוֹסָפוֹת in כְתוּבוֹת. 
 answered a question תוֹסָפוֹת
which both יִים ר׳ בָרוּךְ  and ר׳ חַּ
 ר׳ נָחוּם .found problematic בעֶר
reviewed both פְשָׁטִים and argued 
that, while both פְשָׁטִים were 
brilliant, neither explained 
 s response. He then’תוֹסָפוֹת
proceeded to explain תוֹסָפוֹת’s 
response with a different 
approach. 
 “All of this was pretty 
standard in a שִׁעוּר כְלָלִי. What 
was a life-changing moment, was 
how R' Nochum argued on  ר׳

יִים  ר׳ נָחוּם .ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר and חַּ
began to stutter and shake 
visibly. He repeated over and 
over how great יִים  was and ר׳ חַּ
how his own ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר ,רֶבִי, 
towered over anyone he knew 
intellectually. He must have 
uttered “the רֶבִי” about a dozen 
or more times in a trembling 
voice before finally, in a spurt of 
shame, with eyes averted, he 
said; “ דאָס … אָבעֶר, אָבעֶר, אָבעֶר, 
ט אִין דעֶר תֵרוּץ פוּן   אִיז נִישׁט דעֶר פְשַּׁ
 but, but, but … that is — תוֹסָפוֹת!
not ט  ”.s response’תוֹסָפוֹת in פְשַּׁ
 My לְמִיד  giving ר׳ נָחוּם ,תַּ
 during the last 10 years of שִׁעוּרִים
his life, under his difficult physical 
conditions, was itself one of his 
greatest lessons, for even outside 
the שִׁעוּר, he was teaching. When 
he was first hospitalized, he 
immersed himself in סֶכֶת יוּמָא  ,מַּ
explaining, “My Zeide, the ר׳  ,גָאוֹן
כֹהֵן  said that he knew the ,שְׁלֹמֹה הַּ
ת כֹהֵן גָדוֹל  by heart, and that עֲבוֹדַּ
if  ַּמָשִׁיח arrived, he could 
immediately serve in the  בֵית
מִקְדָשׁ  Should I not do the .הַּ
same?” ר׳ נָחוּם lived his life as a  
לְמִיד  and thus רֶבֵיִים of his תַּ
became the ultimate רֶבִי. 

   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

This Week in History
ן  Yahrtzeit of – 5024/1263 מַרְחֶשְוָן 20 ינוּ יוֹנָה בֶּ רַבֵּ
 Born in Gerona, Spain, in .אַבְרָהָם מְגִירוֹנְדִי זַצַ״ל
4970/1210, he traveled to France to learn under  ר׳
י הַתּוֹסָפוֹת  s first’רַמְבַ״ן He was the .שְלֹמֹה מִן הָהָר מִבַעַלֵּ
cousin and his daughter married the רַמְבַ״ן’s son. His 
 .רְאָ״ה and the רַשְבָ״א included the תַּלְמִידִים
 He was a fierce opponent of the רַמְבַ״ם’s 
philosophical views. However, when 24 wagonloads 
of the תַּלְמוּד were burned by the Church in 1242 at 
the same spot in Paris where the רַמְבַ״ם’s ה נְבוּכִים  מוֹרֶּ
had been burned by the non-Jewish authorities in 
Paris 9 years earlier, he realized his terrible mistake 
regarding the רַמְבַ״ם and publicly admitted it. As 
related by his תַּלְמִיד, R' Hillel of Verona, ינוּ יוֹנָה  רַבֵּ
promised to travel to רִיָה ר  s’רַמְבַ״ם to the טִבֶּ בֶּ  ,קֶּ
where he would beg forgiveness with a מִנְיָן of 10 
people. He began his journey from France with that 
intention, but he was detained in Barcelona.  

His contemporaries referred to him as 
חָסִיד י חֲכָמִים and as one of the greatest הֶּ  of his תַּלְמִידֵּ
time. He gave many שִעוּרִים wherever he went, 
always quoting the רַמְבַ״ם’s halachic decisions and 
interpretations of the גְמָרָא with great reverence. 
After 3 years, he set out  again, but was detained by 
the community of Toledo who implored him to stay 
for a while to teach them. He died there suddenly, 
never making it to ל ץ יִשְרָאֵּ רֶּ  .אֶּ

R' Chaim Volozhin once commented that 
not every ר פֶּ  ;is appropriate for all people מוּסָר סֵּ
however, ינוּ יוֹנָה י תְּשוּבָה s’רַבֵּ  one of the all-time) שַעַרֵּ
greatest מוּסָר works) is appropriate for every Jewish 
ינוּ יוֹנָה .for all eras in all situations נְשָמָה  s other’רַבֵּ
works include a פִרוּש on י אָבוֹת י ,פִרְקֵּ ר הַיִרְאָה ,מִשְלֵּ פֶּ  ,סֵּ
and ת הַיִרְאָה רֶּ ינוּ יוֹנָה ,אִגֶּ  and his (גְמָרָא on) עַלִיוֹת דְרַבֵּ
students wrote ינוּ יוֹנָה עַל הַרִי״ף  .רַבֵּ

…וְתֵן טַל וּמָטָר לִבְרָכָה עַל פְנֵי הָאֲדָמָה …    
… And give dew and rain for a blessing 

upon the face of the earth … 
There is an important difference between 
mentioning rain in the 2nd רָכָה מוֹנֶה  of בְּ שְּ
רֵה יד הַגֶשֶם) עֶשְּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  Who makes ,מַשִּׁ
the wind blow and makes the rain 
descend, or יד הַטָל  Who makes the ,מוֹרִּׁ
dew descend) and mentioning rain in the 
9th רָכָה רָכָה The 2nd .בָרֵךְ עָלֵינוּ — בְּ  בְּ
expresses praise to ד׳, the One Who gives 
us life, and provides wind and moisture 
as needed in the seasons of the year. In 
the 9th רָכָה  we are making a request. We בְּ
are asking ד׳ to give us rain; therefore, 
this request is made only when rain is 
actually needed (וָן חֶשְּ רָאֵל in ז׳ מַרְּ שְּ  ,אֶרֶץ יִּׁ
December 4th / 5th elsewhere). 

Davening



After the Chevron Massacre in 1929, Agudas 
Yisroel of Europe made appeals for funds 

in order to assist the survivors.

R’ Elya Meir arrived in Ponevez 
the following afternoon...

Upon returning to Telz, he taught 
his talmidim a lifelong message:

R’ Elya Meir Bloch was asked to collect in the 
city of Ponevez. He left Telz late at night...

...Would my 
mother prefer that I say 

Yisgadal v’yiskadash shmei 
rabbah (May His Great Name 

be Glorified), or that I 
live it?

…and I am confident 
that missing kaddish for 

the “Kedoshim” in Chevron gave 
my mother a”h the greatest 

nachas possible! Remember, our 
responsibility is to live with 

kiddush Hashem!

Rabbosai, is 
there a chiyuv for 

Minchah here?...today 
is my mother’s 

Yahrtzeit...

Oy, vey! 
Telz is over 12 

hours away. How 
could the Rebbi have 
davened Shacharis 

with a minyan?

I will 
spend this night 

learning as a Zechus for 
my mother’s neshamah, 

a”h.

Rebbi, forgive 
me for asking, but 

did Rebbi say Kaddish 
for his mother this 

morning?

You ask well, 
but answer me, 

my friend: What do 
you think?...

*signed with tears

ב) was born in Telshe, Lithuania, to R’ Yosef Leib זַצַ״ל Bloch ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר ה and רָּ  of Telshe) and ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ
Chasya (daughter of ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר Gordon זַצַ״ל). Eight years after his marriage to ה  Kaplan, he spent רִבְקָּ
twelve years as a ה ה at Telshe. When the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ  ,could not continue under the Soviets יְשִׁיבָּ
רְדְכַי ,and his brother-in-law מֵאִיר  traveled to America to raise funds to move the ,זַצַ״ל Katz ר׳ חַיִים מָּ
ה אֵל to either יְשִׁיבָּ  heard of the Nazi invasion and later ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר ,or America. When he arrived אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ
(in 1945) learned that he had lost his wife and three of his four children. ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר later remarried 
to Nechama Spolonsky. In 1941, he restarted the ה  in Cleveland, Ohio, together with R' Katz. R' Chaim יְשִׁיבָּ
Dov Keller ה) זַצַ״ל ק of Telshe, Chicago, for over 60 years) was his ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ  in the early תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ
years of the ה ה As the .יְשִׁיבָּ  won the admiration of the locals. He was a staunch ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר ,grew יְשִׁיבָּ
supporter of אֵל בֵר of America and was an insightful אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָּ ה of their חָּ  is ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר .מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָּ

remembered for his boundless love of ה  .אֱמֶת and his relentless pursuit of ,תוֹרָּ
5655-5716 1894-1955 ,cy j"f

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

זַצַ״ל ר׳ נָחוּם  Partzovitz was born in Trakai, Poland to  ר׳ אַרְיֵה
ק שְלֹמֹה a grandchild of the) קִישָא and (רָב the city’s) צְבִי  .(חֵשֶׁ
At the age of 9, he attended Ramailles יְשִיבָה in Vilna under 

שְלֹמֹהר׳   Heiman. He later went to learn in Baranovich, and then in Kamenitz 
at the age of 14. ר׳ נָחוּם was a תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of  שְלֹמֹהר׳ לְחָנָן , ר׳ בָרוּךְ  and ר׳ אֶׁ
ר  at יְשִיבַת מִיר He joined .חִדּוּשִים on their שִעוּרִים and based many of his ,בעֶׁ
age 15, and escaped with the יְשִיבָה to Shanghai. After WWII, he lived briefly 
in Toronto before immigrating to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ יר יְשִיבַת מִ  where he joined ,אֶׁ
טִיל s daughter’ר׳ חַיִים שְמוּאֵלְבִיץ There he married .יְרוּשָלַיִם  He became .עֶׁ
י ר׳ נָחוּםחִדּוּשֵ  in 1979. His ראֹש יְשִיבָה  and ר׳ נָחוּם שִעוּרֵי  (published 
posthumously) are classics in many  ִיבוֹתיְש  today.  

 י״ח מרחשון
5683 – 5747 
1922 – 1986 

Anyone who was זוֹכֶה to attend the final עוּר  of שִׁ
 will never forget an ,זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם
immortal lesson in אֱמֶת. Sitting in the  ית בֵּ
דְרָש  with גְמָרָא in his wheelchair, he had a מִׁ
a sheet of paper listing, in order, the main 
points of his י עוּר כְלָלִׁ  ;This was reality .שִׁ
the illness had progressed. In the middle 
of the עוּר  paused and thought, in ר׳ נָחוּם ,שִׁ
obvious pain, before closing his גְמָרָא. He had 
a יָה עוּר Although he had given the .קֻשִׁ  many שִׁ
times in the past, he could not continue if in his mind 
he had a יָה   !קֻשִׁ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ה )בְרֵאשִית יח:יז(   ר אֲנִי עֹשֶּ ה אֲנִי מֵאַבְרָהָם אֲשֶּ וַיִגַש אַבְרָהָם … וַד׳ אָמָר הַמְכַסֶּ
… )יח:כד( אוּלַי יִמָצְאוּן שָם אַרְבָעִים …  אוּלַי יֵש חֲמִשִים צַדִיקִם)יח:כג( … 

 )יח:כט(  
 that which I am about to אַבְרָהָם said, “Will I hide from ד׳ 
do?”… אַבְרָהָם came forward … What if there should be 50 righteous 
people … What if 40 would be found there? …  
 When ד׳ was about to destroy סְדֹם, He told אַבְרָהָם about the 
imminent destruction of סְדֹם. When he was told about the impending 
destruction, אַבְרָהָם prayed…50, 40, 30… Ultimately ד׳ decided to 
destroy סְדֹם anyway. 
 This narration is hard to understand. ד׳ knew that he was 
going to destroy ד׳ .סְדֹם knew up front that סְדֹם did not possess 50 or 
40 or even 10 righteous people. So what was He doing? Was He 
playing games with אַבְרָהָם? It seems as if He was dangling a little prize 
called סְדֹם in front of אַבְרָהָם, challenging him to save the city. It seems 
as if He was teasing אַבְרָהָם, because there was no way that אַבְרָהָם 
could win the prize! אַבְרָהָם grasped for the prize, as it were, but could 
never catch it! It appears as if ד׳ was setting אַבְרָהָם up for 
disappointment. 
 The fact is that it is possible that ד׳ was actually doing a 
tremendous service to אַבְרָהָם. This exercise helped אַבְרָהָם to become 
the pillar of ד סֶּ  that he would ultimately [altruistic kindness] חֶּ
represent. We fail to realize that when we pray for something or for 
someone, those prayers have an effect on us regardless of whether 
those prayers are answered or not. How many times have we come 

together as individuals or as a community and poured out our prayers 
for somebody? There are unfortunately times when “it did not work” 
and the effort was seemingly to no avail. We ask ourselves “What did 
we do?” We did what we could. We fasted. We cried. We gave charity. 
But it did not help! 
 This is a tremendous mistake. It did help. Even if it did not 
help anyone else, at least it helped us! We became better people 
because we were concerned about somebody else — a neighbor, a 
friend, a member of the community. We prayed and we gave our 
hearts. We did something. We became better. 
 This is what ד׳ was telling אַבְרָהָם. “Pray! I will not destroy 
 until you pray. Why? I know your prayers will not be effective. I סְדֹם
know סְדֹם is doomed. But that is irrelevant. You, אַבְרָהָם, will become a 
different person as a result of those prayers. You will perfect your 
attribute of ד סֶּ  your attribute of caring and compassion. That is what ,חֶּ
it is all about.” 
 This is so important when we pray for something or 
someone. We should never think that the prayers are for naught. We 
do not know what the prayers accomplished — even for the person for 
whom we are praying. Maybe, somehow, they lightened the load. We 
can only speculate about that. But there is one thing regarding which 
we can be certain — we became different people as a result of those 
prayers. Adapted from R’ Yissocher Frand’s Commuter Chavrusah Tapes 

Tape # 347 ( with kind permission) 
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פרשה: וירא     הפטרה: ואשה אחת מנשי בני הנביאים... )מלכים ב׳ ד:א-לז(

דף יומי: נדרים י״ח     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

As the handles of the clock turned back, מוצאי שבת Learning Programs are in full swing.  To join the מוצאי שבת אבות ובנים Learning Program at a location 
near you, please contact your local Pirchei Branch Coordinator for time/location in your area or call National PAI headquarters @ 212 797 9000 ext. 272. 


